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Before our modern system of local government was introduced, its ancient predecessor was based on units of area 
called lathes and hundreds.  We were in Aylesford lathe (there were 7 lathes in Kent in 1086), which was divided 
into 15 hundreds.  We were in Larkfield hundred, which contained 15 parishes.  Justice and government were     
administered through a system of juries and courts.  In 1274 there were 11 jurors for the hundred of Larkfield.  
Business was conducted in a court-house, situated at the eastern end of what was Larkfield Green.  This stretched 
from New Road to New Hythe Lane, whilst the London road split into two to pass along either side of the Green.  
We know this because of a beautiful little coloured map of Larkfield, drawn in 1684, and preserved in the county 
archives. 

So, what was it about Larkfield that led it to acquire this status?  Well, for many hundreds of years, Larkfield 
was at the intersection of two important roads.  The one coming from East Malling, Wateringbury, and Teston     
provided direct access to New Hythe for many of the villages to the south.  This was especially important, as             
New Hythe was a very busy little port for many hundreds of years.  The road intersection in Larkfield itself no longer 
exists as such, because the road from East Malling has been diverted.  It used to run in a straight line from East    
Malling, past the front of Bradbourne House, and met the London road immediately opposite New Hythe Lane.  The 
gap where it joined can still be seen though, between the Wealden Hall restaurant and Simon Miller’s Inn House.  
Thomas Twisden bought the Bradbourne estate in about 1655 and, in 1676, his son, Roger, was given permission to 
divert the road from East Malling to its current alignment.  It has been known as New Road ever since.  

           Michael Fuller 

Patronal Flower Festival 

ó0ÁÔÒÏÎ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ 

 
Saturday 29th May 
  10.00am-4.00pm 
Sunday 30th May 

  11.30am-4.00pm 
 

Admission Free 
 
  Songs of  Praise 

Sunday 30th May 4.00pm 

By the time that you read this the General Election will 

have been decided and we will continue to live in a political 

arena that is full of good, bad, and all things in between. 

The people of this country seem to have become slaves to 

the political world. Our life is dominated by politicians,   

political correctness, and a fear of things going wrong. We 

seem to have lost sight of the true meaning of life.  

This country developed on the basis of the teachings of    

Jesus Christ and belief in Him as our hope for eternity. Our 

men and women fought bravely in the past to maintain 

these values and to establish our freedom to love, live in 

supportive communities, and Worship our Lord openly. We 

are dangerously near to losing this freedom if we do not     

re-establish our heritage and build upon this positively for   

ourselves and future generations. True freedom in Jesus 

Christ means being fearless in the face of adversity,         

determined to speak for the truth in spite of opposition, and 

the ability to care for our neighbour in the way we care for 

ourselves.  

When we consider these our priority our lives will not be 

dominated by politicians and political correctness. Saying 

yes to that which is good is very important, but to say no to 

that which is bad for this country is equally as important. I 

hope you have the wisdom to discern the difference.  

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

8.00am Holy Communion (said) 

10.00am  1st Sunday in Month  -
Church Family Service 

10.00am  Holy Communion (sung) 



 On Saturday 20th March we went on a 
coach to Duxford Imperial War Museum. 
When we got there we were amazed at all the 
things in the museum because it was so good. 
There were lots of different planes and some 
were enormous. We went in a hangar and saw 
some men trying to mend some aeroplanes. 
On one we could see some oil dripping and 
there was a tray under the plane to catch the 
oil. 
 We went into the American Air         
Museum and there were lots of American 
aeroplanes. There was a cafe and all the      
beavers had a little snack and the leaders had 
a cup of coffee or hot chocolate. We were all 
very good and our leaders said they were very 
proud of us. 
 We looked around the aeroplanes   
outside and then we went to Airspace where 
we met the Cubs and Scouts and went into a 
room to have lunch together. After lunch    
everyone went to Concorde where Kelly made 
her Scout Promise and became a Scout Leader. 
All the beavers, cubs, scouts and leaders stood 
in rows in front of Concorde and we had our 
photo taken. Then we split into groups again, 
and the beavers went on Concorde and        
another plane which was a BOAC. We looked 
around the other planes in Airspace and then 
went outside to the playground. 
 It started raining heavily so we moved 
onto the Land Warfare Hall, which was right at 
the other end of the museum. Inside we went 
downstairs where it was very dark. We saw 
lots of different tanks and army trucks with big 
guns on. On the wall there were lots of medals 
and a list of names of people who had died in 
the war. 
 The sun was shining when we came out 
so we walked back to the playground, on the 
way back we saw a helicopter land. We played 
in the playground while the leaders sat at a 
bench and had a cup of tea.  We  went to the 
gift shop to spend our money. Then it was time 
to meet the cubs and scouts and get on the 
coach to go home. 
 
Lauren aged 7, Kieran aged 6 and Harry aged 7. 

1st Larkfield Holy Trinity Beaver Scouts 

Duxford 
INDEPENDENT LIVING SCHEME 

Age Concern Malling has just launched an Independent 

Living Scheme to help with those small jobs in the home 

and to help our clients remain independent in their own 

homes.  The service offers the following: 

Light Housework 

Light Gardening (i.e. mowing a small lawn, 

digging small borders, etc.) 

Light-weight ironing 

Small jobs about the house (i.e. changing 

light bulbs, taking down curtains) 

Sitting with a client whilst family attend    

appointments 

Escorting to the shops or to collect their   

pension, etc. 

*Small jobs such as putting up a picture, 

shelf, small amount of painting &       

decorating. 

*If the client wishes for any professional 

jobs to be done i.e. electrical work,    

heating appliances, building etc., we do 

have a list of approved workmen. 

Our Independent Living Workers are CRB checked and 

will carry ID cards.  Clients will have an initial visit 

from someone in our office to ascertain the work to be 

done and a Letter of Agreement will have to be signed 

by them beforehand.  A file of information will be left 

with the client for their family or their Care Manager to 

see. 

The cost of the scheme is £12 per hour. 

For more information, or a leaflet, please tele-

phone 01732 873977. 

  'COME INéé   
 

THE DOOR IS OPENõ 
 

Have you ever wandered past the Church, been up to have a 
look, and perhaps even had the intention of going in?  You 
then get there, and IT'S LOCKED! 

April saw the re-commencement of the church being open: 

We look forward to meeting you! 

Mondays   12.00 pm ς 4.00 pm 

Age Concern  Malling  


