
Trinity Times 
   Holy Trinity Church - Your Church here in Larkfield 

     Visit our web-site www.larkfield.diocese-rochester.org 

2010 SPRING EDITION  

Weddings  

at Holy Trinity  
We have been very fortunate and privi-

leged this past year to have been able to witness 
many weddings at Holy Trinity. The brides have 
all looked radiant and the grooms have been 
extremely smart on their big day.  

At most of the weddings, the choir have 
sung during the signing of the register, and the 
congregation has been able to observe the 
happy couple signing the legal paperwork be-
cause this is carried out in front of everyone 
instead of taking place in the vestry.  

Before the weddings begin we often 
wonder how late the bride is going to be. At the 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ пр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ LΩƳ 
sure the bridegroom concerned thought his wife- 
to- be was never going to arrive!!!!! 

Holy Trinity always looks lovely with the 
floral displays that members of the congregation 
put together, but there is something special 
about the church when you see it decorated for 
a wedding, with pew ends and very large displays 
in the chancel.  

Throughout the wedding David takes 
great care to ensure the couple feel at ease and 
this process begins at the rehearsal. Having been 
present at a rehearsal this year I know what fun 
it can be. David cracks jokes and makes everyone 
comfortable, so that when the big day arrives, 
the ceremony is something for the bride and 
groom to look forward to, rather than worry 
about.  

If you are 
considering getting 
married why not 
think about having 
the ceremony at Holy 
Trinity? Pop along on 
a Sunday and David 
will be pleased to 
answer any queries 
you might have. We 
always try to fulfil the 
wishes of the bride 
and groom when it 
comes to the music 
for the ceremony, so 
if you would like 
something special played, speak to me and David 
and we will see what can be arranged. 

{ƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘπ
dings of 2010 ς to date we have many booked 
already.  

Best wishes. Alison 

Message from your Vicar                Tel 01732 843349 

Above Photo taken on 
24th December 2007 

Following several hugely successful con-
certs and subsequent requests for their 
return, Holy Trinity Church are proud to 
present a further concert with the: 

MEDWAY CONCERT BRASS BAND 
To be held in Holy Trinity Church. The 
concert will be on: 

Saturday 8th May 2010 at 7.30 pm. 
For tickets @ £5 each / or further infor-
mation please contact Medway Concert 
Brass on 07752 102579 or Holy Trinity on 
01732 845731.  Tickets will also be avail-
able at the door on the evening. 

LARKFIELD SCOUTS SAY  

THANK YOU  

The Larkfield Scouts did a huge amount of 
fundraising last term and I would like to 
pass on my thanks to all of the children and 
to the parents for their support.  In addition 
I would like to thank the Larkfield Leisure 
Centre for their assistance in allowing us to 
sell raffle tickets and a huge thank you 
to Sharon Dalton from The Monks Head Pub 
in Larkfield and to all of her customers who 
raised a staggering amount of money 
through buying raffle tickets for a Christmas 
Hamper.  Last but not least our thanks to 
The Albatross Travel Group who have made 
a donation to the Larkfield Scout 
Group from the Claire Foster Memorial 
Fund. All money raised is so gratefully re-
ceived, it is going to make a huge difference 
to the running of the group and allow the 
children to have many more opportunities. 
  

Gaynor Hooker 
Larkfield Group Scout Leader 

When I was a young man living in London close to the River Thames we used 
to have what I can only describe as pea soupers.  Very frequently during the winter 
months dense fog or smog would envelope everything and it was difficult to see a 
hand in front of our faces. Everything was black including the air that we breathed.  

During those times there would be the continuous sound of fog horns from 
the river boats as they sought to give warning to other vessels on the water. It made 
for a haunting and miserable atmosphere, but even in the darkness the fog horns 
ƭƻǳŘƭȅ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŀǘ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
once more come to life at midnight with the sound of the horns to welcome in the 
New Year. To the shipping on the river, and to the people living within hearing, the 
fog horns become a sign and a symbol of something very special during those days. 

In this issue of the T.T. you will read about weddings and baptisms that take 
place at your Parish Church. These are signs of hope and are symbolic of the need 
that people have to be associated with Holy Trinity.  In these times of confusion and 
spiritual darkness your Parish Church stands out like a beacon telling of the good 
news of new life in Jesus Christ for those who care about their present and future in 
this New Year of our Lord 2010, and who wish to find something very special in their 
lives. 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (said) 

10.00am  1st Sunday in Month  -
Church Family Service 

10.00am  Holy Communion (sung) 

EASTER SERVICES 
 

Ash Wednesday 17th February 
7.00pm 

Maundy Thursday 1st April 7.00pm 

Easter Sunday 4th April 10.00am 



Heart of Kent Hospice 

 Bluebell Walk 

    We learnt of this fundraising event 
19 years ago through an employer.  
That first time we took part with 
many colleagues and we will never 
forget the sheer beauty of the coun-
tryside around Harrietsham and of 
course the spectacular bluebell 
woods.  Once was all it took and we 
were hooked.  We have returned year 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ όǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ 
three in the last 19 years) and it still 
ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛǘǎ ƳŀƎƛŎΦ  
    In those early days the 10 mile walk 
started and finished at Harrietsham 
Manor, with a half way stop at the 
Ringlestone Inn (just to catch our 
breath of course). At the end we 
would spread out over the grounds at 
the Manor with our Ploughman's and 
enjoy the good company of our fellow 
walkers.   
    The event has gone from strength 
to strength with the original 200 
walkers (approx) growing to about 
1500.  The route now begins and ends 
at Harrietsham Community Centre 
and is eight and a half miles long, but 
still with the halfway break at the pub 
and a ploughman's to finish.  What 
ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎŎŜƴπ
ery, the atmosphere, the hard work 
of all those involved in organising it 
and of course the need to raise funds. 
    hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ 
very hot walks and some very wet 
and muddy walks, (I even did half a 
walk at over seven months pregnant, 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘύΦ 
The event is now a family affair for us; 
we took our children with us as soon 
as they were old enough to go the 
distance.  Whatever the weather, we 
have enjoyed every single one! 
    Apart from this being a lovely day 
out that we look forward to every 
year, there of course is the important 
reason that we do it.  It costs millions 
for The Heart of Kent Hospice to pro-
vide their wonderful service and this 
is their main fundraiser. Once again 
our family will be walking at the be-
ginning of May, come rain or shine, 
and if you would like to sponsor us 
our form will be at the Holy Trinity 
Church from the beginning of April. 
hǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ 
yourself. The details should be on the 
hospice website.  We highly recom-
mend this great day out for a very 
worthy cause.   
The Cripps Family 

At ten each Sunday morning, a group of angelic 
figures emerge from the vestry to take up their 
positions in the choir stalls. Little does the congre-
gation really know what is going on behind the 
door of the vestry before this transformation 
takes place! Another holy mystery, as David often 
refers to. 
The morning usually starts with Alison our organ-
ist trying desperately to find out what hymns are 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜƴǳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ς which will 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΦ 
Whilst this is in progress, members of the choir 
are arriving, all searching for their own particular 
gowns (or frocks as they are often referred to), 
cross dressing for male members springs to mind! 
as each struggle into their individual gowns. The 
ladies using the mirror to check their hair and 
makeup, Bless them. 
While all this frantic activity is going on there is 
plenty of banter between members revolving 
mainly on our individual experiences from the 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ς proud grand-parents 
are showing photos of their latest family addi-
tions, lots of cooing and aahing by admiring 
friends ring out. During this scrum down David, 
the vicar, will also appear, desperately sorting out 
his appropriate rig of the day for the service. 
Finally, after this initial period of organised chaos, 
the white angels you expect to see settle down, 
and normal conversations take over- certain top-
ƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ǘŀōƻƻ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŘŀȅΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ 
results, this is because David has videoed  them 
ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜƳ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
want to hear any scores to spoil it. 
Time is now approaching the 10.00am dead line. 
Alison has already moved outside and starts play-
ing the opening music to greet the congregation 
as they file in to take their places. Inside we are 
called to order and settle down to form a rough 
circle, during this period David will conduct the 
best pair of shoes competition, which Pam usually 
wins hands down. 
David then brings our thoughts together as we 
pray for the task ahead, this completed we form 
up behind the Cross carried by the churchwarden, 
ready to process out from the vestry, having been 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƳƛƴƎ Ǉƛƻǳǎ 
group which is what you see, to our choir stall 
positions, ready for the service to commence. We 
are all amateurs by the way, so we hope you en-
joy our singing, and it helps throughout the ser-
vice for you all. 
God Bless every one.  Rod. 

Confession of a Choir member  

Baptisms usually take place either during 
the Sunday morning 10.00 church service 
or as a separate service later in the day, 
together with other families.  Sometimes 
we can have 3 or 4 baptisms together and 
therefore a full church of families and 
friends, and this gives the baptisms a 
really great atmosphere. 

David brings along his guitar and plays a 
couple of songs - of which, the younger 
children enjoy dancing to and showing 
everybody else the actions, and he en-
courages the rest of us to join in too ς if 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ŀƛǎƭŜǎ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ΨǎǘǊŀȅǎΩΗΗ   ¢ƘŜ 
children also take an active part in the 
service helping with the Prayer, the water 
(the resident Holy Trinity Duck usually 
makes an appearance!), and even with 
ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōŀōȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΦ  hƭŘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
and adults being baptised usually get 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ Ψǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǿŜǘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
really gets them into the spirit of things! 

At the end of the service a lighted candle 
and personalised baptism certificate are 
given, symbolising being welcomed into 
the Church family.  The service will nor-
mally be quite light-hearted, but mean-
ingful - and obviously adapted to suit the 
particular circumstances of those wishing 
to be baptised.  Whether it is babies, chil-
dren or adults ς you are never too young 
ƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƻƭŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 
and Holy Trinity provides this opportu-
nity. 

If you wish to discuss or arrange a bap-
tism please contact David for further de-
tails. 

Baptisms 

 

 
 
 

TRINITY TOTS 

 Parent Toddler Group 

 10am-12 noon 

Tuesdays 

 Larkfield Scout Headquarters 

New Hythe Lane 

 Admission £1.00 

All  Welcome 

 


